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Information was received by the Council early House Begins Study of 
this week that a Subcommittee of the House Committee Educational Exchange 


on Appropriations will begin consideration within a few 
days of the Educational Exchange Program recommended by the Department of State 
for the next fiscal year. Details of the program are not available as this is 


written, since the President's budget message has not as yet been presented 
to Congress. 


An indication of the size of the program which may be recommended is 
given, however, in a recent news release from the Department of State concerning 
a recommendation to the Secretary of State by the U.S. Advisory Commission on 
Educational Exchange. The Commission recommended a total of $31 million for the 
next fiscal year, an increase of $13 million over the amount available this year. 
This increase would make it possible, the Commission believes, “to convince free 
peoples everywhere of the sincerity in our belief that person to person contacts 
on a cooperative basis are essential to a durable peace.” Only such leadership 
by our Government, according to the statement, will further inspire the countless 
organizations and institutions in this country already engaged in such activities 
to expand their projects for promoting mutual understanding and respect among the 
peoples of the free world. 


In addition to Chairman Rufus H. Fitzgerald, Chancellor Emeritus of the 
University of Pittsburgh, the Presidentially-appointed Commission is composed of: 
Vice Chairman Arthur H. Edens, President of Duke University; Mrs. Anna L. Rose 
Hawkes, President of the American Association of University Women (and recently 
retired Dean of Mills College); Dr. Arthur A. Hauck, President of the University 
of Maine; and Mr. Laird Bell, Chicago attorney. 


President Eisenhower's State of the Union message, President's Message 
read to both Houses of Congress on January 5, contained Mentions Education 
items of special interest to educators. It has been 
announced that further details on most of these subjects will be presented in 
subsequent special messages. Following are the direct quotations: 


College Housing Loan Program--"I recommend . . . continued support of 
the college housing program in a way that will not discourage private capital 
from helping to meet the needs of our colleges." 


Aid to Medical Schools--"The Nation has made dramatic progress in con- 
quering disease--progress of profound human significance which can be greatly 
accelerated by an intensified effort in medical research. A well-supported, 
well-balanced program of research, including basic research, can open new 
frontiers of knowledge, prevent and relieve suffering and prolong life. Accord- 
ingly I shall recommend a substantial increase in Federal funds for the support 
of such a program. As an integral part of this effort, I shall recommend 4 new 
Plan to aid construction of non-Federal medical research and teaching facilities 
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to help provide more adequate support for the training of medical research man- 
power." 


Agricultural Research--"I shall ask the Congress to provide substantial new 


funds for an expanded drive on the research front, to develop new markets, new 
crops and new uses." 


Aid to Public Schools--"To fulfill the individual's aspirations in the 
American way of life, good education is fundamental. Good education is the out- 
growth of good homes, good communities, good churches and good schools. Today 
our schools face pressing problems--problems which will not yield to swift and 
easy solutions, or to any single action. They will yield only to a continuing, 
active, informed effort by the people toward achieving better schools. 


"This kind of effort has been spurred by the thousands of conferences held 
in recent months by half e million citizens and educators in all parts of the 
country, culminating in the White House Conference on Education. In that con- 
ference, some 2,000 delegates, broadly representative of the Nation, studied 
together the problems of the Nation's schools. 


"They concluded that the people of the United States must make a greater 
effort through their local, State and Federal Governments to improve the educa- 
tion of our youth. This expression from the people must now be translated into 
action at all levels of Government. 


"So far as the Federal share of responsibility is concerned, I urge that 
the Congress move promptly to enact an effective program of Federal assist- 
ance to help erase the existing deficit of school classrooms. Such a program, 
which should be limited to a five-year period, must operate to increase rather 
than decrease local and State support of schools and to give the greatest help 
to the States and localities with the least financial resources. Federal aid 
should in no way jeopardize the freedom of local school systems. There will be 
presented to the Congress a recommended program of Federal assistance for school 
construction. 


"Such a program should be accompanied by action to increase services to 
the Nation's schools by the Office of Education and by legislation to provide 
continuation of payments to school districts where Federal activities have 
impaired the ability of those districts to provide adequate schools." 


Survey of Planning Copies of a new Council publication, "Action Under 
Issued by Council Way to Meet the Rising Tide of Enrollment in American 


" 


Colleges and Universities," are enclosed with all 
copies of this Bulletin distributed by first class mail. Included in the book- 
let are two addresses given at the Annual Meeting of the Council in October 
1955: "How Different Types of Institutions Are Planning for the Future" by 
President Cornelis W. de Kiewiet of the University of Rochester, and "How 
Planning for the Future Is Going Forward in States and Regions" by President 
Oliver C. Carmichael of the University of Alabama. First hand reports of 
state-wide planning activities in 16 states are also included, together with a 
statement by John E. Ivey, Jr., Director of the Southern Regional Education 
Board, on “Interstate Compacts in Higher Education." Single copies or reason- 
able quantities will be supplied by the Council without charge. Requests 


should be addressed to the Manager of Publications, American Council on Education, 
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1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Three grants from the Ford Foundation totaling Educational T-V 
$6,493,840 in support of educational television have Receives Grants 
been announced jointly by Ralph Lowell, chairman of the 
Board of the Educational Television and Radio Center and by Albert N. Jorgensen, 
chairman of the newly created Joint Council on Educational Television. 


Lowell and Jorgensen termed the action a significant step toward strength- 
ening and expanding the national educational television movement. Two of the 
grants, one of $6,263,340 and the other for $90,500, go to the Center, and the 
third grant of $140,000 goes to the Joint Council on Educational Television. 


"These grants will aid materially in efforts directed at the coordination 
and expansion of educational television and will mean the wider and more effective 


utilization of the channels reserved for educational stations," the two officials 
declared. 


The largest grant of $6,263,340 made to the Educational Television and 
Radio Center will cover major operating costs of the organization from 197 
through 1959, according to Center President H. K. Newburn. It will be possible 
with this support to accelerate the Center's program service to the educational 
television stations both quantitatively and qualitatively, he said. 


By 1959 the Center will be able to distribute approximately double the 
five hours weekly of television programs which are now made available on film 
to the nation's educational stations. At the same time, the new funds will 
permit the expenditure of greater amounts per program thus making it possible 
to improve materially the over-all quality of the program efforts. 


Staff and facilities will be expanded to care for the increased service. 
The educational stations will be encouraged to participate more fully in Center 


acquisitions by producing programs under contract on an annual basis, said 
President Newburn. 


Funds also will be available for expanding radio program production and 
for more comprehensive activities in research and audience evaluation. "During 
the period covered by the Ford grant the Center and its affiliated stations 
can go far toward making adequate and appropriate use of this great new technique 
for educational and cultural advancement," Mr. Newburn asserted. 


The other two grants make possible the continuation of activities which 
have centered in Washington, D. C., and which have had as their major purpose 


the development of enlightened support among educators and laymen on a national 
basis. 


The first, totaling $140,000 for the year 1956, was made to the Joint 
Council on Educational Television, a new organization built upon the earlier 
Joint Committee on Educational Television which from the beginning has done 
much to organize educators and others in support of educational television. 


This Council, which will be more widely representative than the earlier 
organization, will continue to work toward the preservation and utilization 
of those channels reserved by the Federal Communications Commission for 
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educational television and radio stations. 


It is anticipated that membership in the Council will be extended at an 
early date to include further lay interests such as represented by the National 
Citizens Committee for Educational Television, according to Ralph Steetle, 
executive director of the Council. 


Already represented in the Council are the American Association of School 
Administrators, the American Council on Education, the Association for Education 
by Radio-Television, the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and State Universities, 
the Educational Television and Radio Center, the National Association of Educa- 
tional Broadcasters, the National Association of State Universities, the Council 
of Chief State School Officers, the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
and the National Education Association of the United States. 


The third grant for $90,500 also awarded to the Educational Television and 
Radio Center will be used to continue certain activities which for the past 
three years have been the responsibility of the staff of the National Citizens 
Committee for Educational Television. 


For some time, it has been clear that certain citizens information services 
which in the early stages of the movement were assigned to the Citizens Committee 
now more naturally fall into the area of that organization which provides a 
national program service. This one-year grant provides for the orderly transfer 
of these essential activities to the Center and this organization along with 
the Joint Council will continue to provide information and other services to the 
National Citizens Committee and to its advisory council of 106 members, Mr. 
Newburn said. 


In acknowledging these grants, Dr. Jorgensen and Mr. Lowell noted the 
Ford Foundation's awareness of the important contribution made by the National 
Citizens Committee during the past three years when it assumed a major role in 
the development of citizen interest in the new mediun. 


Raymond H. Wittcoff, chairman of the Board of the Citizens Committee, has 
worked with representatives of other national groups in achieving this new 
pattern of operations. He will continue his participation in the national ETV 
movement as a member of the Center Board of Directors. 
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